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MIKE SHINE

IT'S 1970 AND A SEVEN-YEAR OLD BOY HAPPENS UPON A WEIRD RUSSIAN CLOWN
AT A CARNIVAL. WEIRD CLOWN GRANTS BOY THE LIFE OF HIS DREAMS.

BOY SIGNS THE DEAL IN BLOOD. WEIRD CLOWN ERASES THE BARGAIN

FROM BOY’S MIND. BUT WEIRD CLOWN MAKES GOOD ON IT;
BOY UNWITTINGLY LIVES THE DREAM LIFE, AS AGREED.

FAST FORWARD FORTY YEARS, WE FIND THAT THE BOY IS AN ARTIST WHO
HAS BECOME RENOWNED FOR CREATING ELABORATE INSTALLATIONS AND
PERFORMANCES ABOUT A MYSTERIOUS RUSSIAN CLOWN. THE SUBCONSCIOUS

MIND IS A POWERFUL THING, ISN'T IT? FOR THE BOY HAS SUBLIMINALLY RECALLED

THE CARNIVAL MEETING, THE BARGAIN, EVEN THE CLOWN’S CORRECT
NAME: DR. PYOTR MASTOLF ILYAS. OR “FLOTSAM,” FOR SHORT.

Sounds weird, but hold on, it gets weirder.

After forty years, Flotsam the clown reintroduces
himself by appearing in the artist’s dreams. Aftera
series of such apparitions, the artist not only regains
full recollection of thelr bargain, he has also been told
Dr. Mastolf's life story, and the answer to the “World
Riddle™ {I'll explain that shortly). The artist is allowed to
retell the story, but here's the catch: He can’t explain
the riddle, nor answer guestions about it. Or else...

Sothis is what we know about artist Mike Shine

and his new book and exhibition, Flotsam's Horvest,
He may publish the story, create artwork, fllms,
operas and plays about it. But he cannot talk about it.

QK. I'll ask the question for you. WTE?

Well, assume Shine isnt bat-shit crazy, or at least let's
humaor him and start at the beginning, which involves
Friedrich Nietzsche and Stanley Kubrick, Ready?
Here we go...

Friedrich Mietzsche completed the controversial novel,
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Thus Sproch Zoragthustrg, in his final yvears of sanity,
and dled before it was published In 1892, Historlans
pelieve his Insanity and Il health were caused by
syphilis—contracted decades earlier in his days as
a university student.

Itis unfortunate that Nietzsche died before being able
to lecture about Zorothustro, as it contains many of his
most provocative ideas, one of which was the "World
Riddle.” This concept has intrigued many thinkers and
artists. inciuding Richard Strauss, who composed the
orchestral poem Also Sproch Zorgthusing in response
It also intrigued Staniey Kubrick, who co-wrote and
directed his Oscar winning classic 2001 A Spoce
Ddvssel, which offered a bizarre but fascinating
interpretation. The film, in fact, used Strauss’s
composition as [ts central theme song. But whatever
Kubrick's answers were to the riddle itself, we may
never know. He died before disclosing them in 1999,

Mike Shine s convinced there was a connection

between the untimely deaths of Nietzsche and Kubrick,
that while the diseases that defeated their bodies were

different, the victor that claimed their souls was one
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and the same.
Shine believes that victor 15 D, Pyotr Mastolf.

"Mietzsche died from VD,” Shine states. "A century ago
it was commonly said that unprotected intercourse
was “tempting the Devil' Short term gain for [eng term
paln—the classic Faustian bargain. Kubrick died by
heart attack, also a classic Faustian deal; making life
choices that lead to immediate gratification often kill

WL before vour fime

Is Shine drawing & Faustian parallel between the
phllosophical and cinematic geniuses? “Let's Just say
Dr. Mastolf made me aware of a connection between
the deaths of Nietzsche and Kubrick,” Shine opined
inthe same interview. "He said it was a warning

Then he told me a story, an autoblographlical tale of
his life, specifically his encounters with ten different
people. Those encounters revealed the answer of the
World Riddie. Once | got it, all of a sudden everything
In eur world made complete, terrifyling sense to me.”

But when pressed to elaborate on his enlightenment,
Shine went mum. "l can’t say any more. Other than this:
It flips a lot of what we think we know about the world

g
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ht on its fucking head,” And what about the Warning?

"After | understood the World Riddle, Mastolf told
fme never to talk about it. | could use it in any way
| wanted,” Shine replied, * any way other than words,”

Perhaps. But not according to Justin Giarla, Shine's
gallerist, and owner of 3an Francisco’s 941 Geary
gallery. “True or not, Shine believes It,” says Glarla,
“*He lives and breathes it. It's like Flotsam gave him
the keys to the kingdom, then teld him to stash them
away. And he stashed them good.”

50 why make art about it Why take the chancey
"First off. Shine has to.” maintains Giarla. "He's like
the Close Encounters guy making the Devil's Tower
out of mashed potatoes, He's completely obsessed.
Frobably so were Mietzsche and Kubrick. Second,
it's OK as long as they don't talk. It's like Flotsam is
cool with people trylng to interpret the Riddle in an
artistic way. FiE IJ.:-|'|4._1 8% the answear IR"*“EJUEI nancded
to them.’

S0 Shine has created his own tower of mashed
potatoes. He has published Mastolf's story, called
Flotsarm’s Harvest, and will craft a massive installation
around it at 241 Geary, opening on March 16.

Glarla discloses, “The book, artwork, and the entire

installation are packed with clues to the Riddle.

Carries: Shine Oh,

Carny Brother Yoan
(¥ Brothers Fra £ Sire

You can listen to a reading of the book while fooking
at the art. There are clues in the paintings. He's giving
you more ¢lues online, For Shine, it's not about the
maoney, It's all for free. Some artists hope to sell out
the work in their show. He just wants you to solve the
riddle. Shine doesn't want to be the only guy on earth

with the answer, that’s pretty clear”

We were able to record a conversation with the
infamous, reclusive, Dr. Flotsam. But of course,
Mike lzn't allowed to talk, —Alex Zohan

Ly, Flostanr. Mr. Shine of course, is a free man

It's his choice whether fo speak or not. Howewver,
ouUr partnarship s rather complicated, and | think
he has wisely chosen to err on the side of discretion
when discussing it. Some people have chosen
unwisely in the past and paid dearly. So I'm happy
o answer guestions for him, at least to the extent
that | can

DS ATAND VPR

Cidlte often, Most of them, | don't answer, [think it's
far more Interesting for him to find his own answers,
as | hope it will be for others who try to solve the
riddle as well

To gquote another partner of mine, "Please allow me
to Introduce myself, I'm a man of wealth and taste
I"ve been around for a long, long year, Stole many a
man's soul and falth.” My name is Dr, Pyotr Mastolf
llvas. “Dr. Flotsam” for short. | don't have a birthday.
For centuries I've been the subject of operas,
poetry, literature, and films. And so finally 'm giving
the art world a chance to crack my riddle. Thus,

my partnership with Mr. Shine

What a pleasant question! 'l have to think for a
moment. [Pauses] | would have to say the erayou live
n today, actually. It is so deeply satisfying to finally
see the results of one's toils in the fields. My beautiful
plarmts have grown tall, strong, and heawvy with fruit
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HE’S LIKE THE CLOSE ENCOUNTERS GUY MAKING
THE DEVIL’S TOWER OUT OF MASHED POTATOES.
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crops grow tall is the high point of their season.

[Clears throat] Correct. | am plowing, sowing,
wiatering, fertilizing, so to speak. My motive Is
simple but quite grand.

A game of solitaire 15 never as satisfying as playing
afainst an opponent. | want to give my adversaries an
edge. Mr. Shine is a part of my game. He is helping me
to create worthy opponents—by offering them a fair
chance at deciphering the World Riddle, If someone
solves i, | lose. If they don't, | win, But | want it to be

a glorious win, not an easy one. Mr. Shine can use

any artistic means ne llkes to prepare my opponants,
Just so long as he doesn't speak directly about the
World Riddle. That would be unfair.

I'm afraid that's a key part of the World Riddle, and

my apologies for being coy. 'l just say this: human
arrogance has made my game embparrassingly easy.
lo solve the riddle, the hubris must first be conguered.
Humans need to step back and guestion how they
view progress.

What fun Is that? The longer the chess game, the sweeter
the victony,

A successful harvest,

The Flotsaom’s Harvest book highlights ten of

my historic encounters with various people.

The encounters were gquite calculated, and I'm
proud of the results of each of them. But there

are a few that truly stand out, if | must say so
myseif. The most fruitful was my meeting with
young Jesus Christ. The results, just over 2000
years later, have far surpassed my expectations.
Perhaps | underestimated humankind's predisposition
to follow their leaders without questioning them.
Of course, that was where Mr. Mietzsche's first
Metamorphosis shone so brightly. He understood
human predisposition better than |, Friedrich had a
waonderful grasp of the World Riddle. t's a shame
he went mad before he could explain it [Chuckles




MIKE SHINE

[ WANT TO GIVE MY ADVERSARIES AN EDGE.
MR. SHINE IS A PART OF MY GAME. HE IS HELPING
ME TO CREATE WORTHY OPPONENTS

lightly]. The second encounter that stands cut for of course.
me would have to be the Rosenbergs—Jullus and

Ethel. That one seemed a bit of gamble to me

at the time. But it played ocut astoundingly well.

Just remarkable. Incredible.

The beautlful irony is that each of the people
| encountered thought they had mankind’s best
interests at heart.

Mr. Friedrich Nletzsche came closest to answering
that. His theory of “eternal recurrence” was correct,
I'm afraid. There is no end, just ancther beginning.
Therefore, there was no beginning. My game doesn't
end. It's llke farming. The harvest lsn't the end,

It's merely a respite before the spring planting

| have seen more than you could everimagine

And interestingly, there are people who have already
Mr. Shine has done an intriguing job of supplying figured out the riddle, unwittingly. Aboriginal peoples
clues and tips to the riddile with his artwork and sUch as Mative Americans, they knew the answer
performances. The paintings have coded information They possessed a humility that allowed them that
within, and he will be posting additlonal hints In his wisdaom, The civilized populations don't share that
street murals and enline in the weeks leading upto modesty. The lrony is, for all their education, religions,
the show. He has pushed the limits of cur agreement politics, and technology, they can't see the forest for
1o the hilt, but | am a gentleman. And | will allow him the trees. That's a hint from me, for what it's worth.
same artistic llcense, as long as he doesn't speak,
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Myself, and history, would bet heavily against

that notion. It's not that humans are too far along,
It’s that they are wonderfully arrogant and stubborn,
ahnd they always have been.

| do have a plan. If somecne solves the riddie, the plan
may change. If not, well... let's see how it goes. | will say
that | am quite enjoyving my partnership with Mr, Shine,
and hope it can continue. As at least as long as he
does, anyhow [Laughs a little too loudly].

The iromy of the answer is—all people. By evoluticnary
desian, humans have been meticulously programmed
with one simple goal In mind: survival of their genetic
coding. DNA that survives will live on, and that which
fails dies out. BEvil, compassion, lowve, lust, hatred, fear,
anger, creativity, strength, humor, beauty—are all traits
that combine in interesting ways to help strands of
gene codes survive through reproduction. But as ['ve
sald earlier, arrogance, greed, and stubbornness are
often a part of that combination. So they may help an
individuals DMNA pass onward. but often at the expense
of others. Which is why the World Riddle will be
beyond the grasp of most. Solving it requires casting
off a thousand generations of inherited instincts and
traits. Again, consider Mr. Nietzsche's Thus 5prach
Zorathustra. Zarathustra's third Metamorphosis was
“the child." He belleved man’s highest state Is reached

only when he can cast aside all predispositions, beliefs,
and perceptions, and see the word anew=like a child.
Zarathustra's first Metamorphosis was “the camel,”

a heast of burden who lives to do the bidding of

others, often without questioning or challenging their
authority. So here i5 a final hint: Consider deeply what
happens after the third Metamorphosis, and before the
first. Before the eternal cycle begins again. Therein lies
the answer to World Riddle. Good luck [Smiles].
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